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How does Sydney feel about a return to lockdown? 
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people could visit restaurants and nightclubs and join crowds at festivals and 
theatres. 


The country's strong Covid defences - border closures and mandatory 
quarantine - worked 99.99% of the time. 


When cases did leak, officials acted quickly, locking down cities and chasing 
every infected contact. 


Sydney - Australia's biggest and richest city - managed to avoid regular snap 
lockdowns helped by a "gold standard" contact-tracing system. 


But in the past fortnight, the Delta variant has managed to breach the city's 
defences. In one week, positive cases have ballooned to more than 100. 


By Friday 25 June, officials conceded the need to put Sydney into lockdown. 
By the following Monday, the crisis had became a national one - with 
outbreaks in four states and territories. 


More people in more places trust BBC News than any other 
news source. 
Register for a BBC account to see why. 


e Fresh outbreaks send Australia cities into lockdown 
e Why are Asia's Covid 'winners' facing new challenges? 
Sydney, Darwin, Perth and Brisbane - all capital cities - are now in lockdown. 


More than 20 million Australians, around 80% of the population, are living 
under restrictions - the highest number since a national lockdown at the start 
of the pandemic. 


In an emergency meeting on Monday, federal and state governments 
attempted to plug the holes by expanding vaccine access. 


But many Australians are asking why they're back living under restrictions, 
seven months after the world started mass vaccinations. 


How Delta went through the weak spots 


Epidemiologists say the Delta variant has proven to be the most infectious and 
transmissible of all the strains so far. 


Where there were cracks in Australia's defence system, it succeeded in 
exploiting them. 
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A crowd outside a Sydney pub in April when the city was still reporting zero daily cases 


The nation's border and quarantine system had been increasingly challenged 
since the first variants emerged in late 2020. 


Officials documented cases where travellers were catching the virus in 
quarantine, despite staying in separate rooms. 


Experts raised concerns about air recirculation and the lack of fresh air in city 
hotels. 


Around 370,000 people have gone through the system. But there have been 
10 breaches leading to outbreaks. 


Two outbreaks troubling Australia right now come from people who served 
hotel quarantine. One is a mine worker in the Northern Territory who caught 
the virus in Queensland quarantine. The other is a Queensland woman whose 
infection surfaced just as she completed her stay. 


e The cracks in Australia's hotel quarantine system 
e The battle to open up 'Fortress Australia’ 
The other weak spot is workers at the border. 


Australia has been notoriously strict on gatekeeping who's allowed into the 
country - with weekly limits on the number of returning citizens and outright 
bans from some virus hotspots. 


When they step off their plane, returnees are greeted by an intimidating 
coterie of soldiers, police officers and nurses - masked-up and gloved to escort 
arrivals straight to quarantine. 


But the same rigour isn't applied to other workers - like drivers transporting 
arrivals. 


Patient Zero in the Sydney outbreak was a limo driver in his 60s who caught it 
from a passenger. He was neither vaccinated, wearing a mask nor being tested 
regularly - and he didn't need to under the rules at the time. 
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There's strict security around international arrivals but loopholes still exist 


Despite these flaws, experts note that Delta is a "formidable foe" due to its 
high infection rates. 


In New South Wales, of which Sydney is the state capital, officials are 
reporting near 100% household transmission compared to 25% for earlier 
strains. People there have caught the virus just from passing one another ina 
shop. 


"Delta is just extremely, highly contagious. And even with the vaccinated 
workforce there's still potential to transmit," says Prof Nancy Baxter, head of 
the School of Population and Global Health at the University of Melbourne. 


She points out that prior to the outbreak, officials had seen Delta cases where 
"they can't even identify how the transmission occurred". 


"So | think even when the systems are perfect, it's challenging. But the 
systems aren't perfect, which just kind of makes us almost sitting ducks." 


Unvaccinated and exposed 


Delta's danger has also shone a light on failures in Australia's vaccine 
programme. Just under 5% of the adult population is fully vaccinated, with 
29% having received a first dose. 


Australia is last among OECD countries, when it comes to the rollout of 
vaccines. Critics say the government is responsible. 


Mark Butler MP @ wy 
(oMark Butler. MP 


Australia remains dead last in the OECD for the share of 
people who are fully vaccinated. Only 496 of the population 
has been able to get access to vaccines. That's not 
because people don't want it, it's because Scott Morrison 
doesn't have the supply to give it to them. 


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-57647413 4/12 


8/23/2021 Covid: How Delta exposed Australia's pandemic weaknesses - BBC News 


12:29 AM - Jun 28, 2021 G) 


Q 1.7K l See the latest COVID-19 information on Twitter 


Tweet your reply 


The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. 


View original tweet on Twitter 


"You've got many more partially vaccinated people than you do vaccinated, 
and even more unvaccinated people," says Prof Raina Maclntyre from the 
University of New South Wales. 


"In that sense, the population is very vulnerable." 


The delay has been linked to supply issues, complacency over low Covid rates, 
and concerns around Astra Zeneca's rare blood clotting risk. 


e Spike in Australians rejecting AstraZeneca vaccine 
e The Australian millennials desperate for vaccines 
e What's gone wrong with Australia's vaccine rollout? 


That led the government earlier this year to limit its use for people over 60, 
despite not having enough supply of its other option - Pfizer. 


The confused messaging was compounded by sensationalist media reports 
amplifying AstraZeneca's risk. 


It spooked many Australians - including the limo driver linked to Sydney's 
outbreak, who according to local media was afraid of taking the AstraZeneca 
jab. 


So what is Australia doing now? 


Experts are unanimous that the current outbreaks must be contained with 
lockdowns and other restrictions. While it's early days, they hope that Sydney's 
two-week shutdown will be enough to curb the virus' spread. 


But to ward off future Delta outbreaks, Prime Minister Scott Morrison seems 
to have accepted what experts have been urging for some time: increasing the 
pace of vaccinations. 
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Australians can't pretend like they're not living with Covid anymore experts say 


He has ordered mandatory jabs for aged care and quarantine workers in the 
most high-risk settings. 


Mr Morrison also opened access of the AstraZeneca vaccine to younger 
people, granting indemnity protection to doctors in case of adverse reactions. 


End of 'Covid normal’ 


Experts warn that Delta is likely to have changed Australia's Covid landscape 
for good. 


With mass vaccination unachievable until 2022, and Australians continuing to 
return home from abroad, Delta's threat will linger, experts say. 


That could mean measures like mask-wearing in public will need to be 
mandatory for some time yet. 


"Prior to this, it's been wonderful. You're going out to dinner, you're going to 
shows with thousands of people," said Dr Baxter. 


"But I'm not sure if we're going to be able to do that again until we're all 
vaccinated, because there's too much of a risk. | just think we can't live like 
Covid doesn't exist any more." 


Related Topics 


Coronavirus lockdown measures Coronavirus pandemic Coronavirus vaccines 
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Fresh Covid outbreaks emerge across Australia 
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The battle to open up 'Fortress Australia’ 


26 May 


Asia's Covid stars struggle with exit strategies 
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The cracks in Australia's hotel quarantine system 
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Why Australia's vaccine hesitancy is worrying experts 
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